October 13, 1999
ANNOUNCEMENT OF INTENTION TO

OFFER MOTION TO INSTRUCT
CONFEREES ON H.R. 2670, DE-
PARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,

JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2000

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 7c of rule XXII, I hereby
announce my intention to offer a mo-
tion to instruct conferees tomorrow on
H.R. 2670, the Commerce/Justice/State
appropriations bill.

Mr. Speaker, the form of the motion
is as follows:

Mr. TANCREDO moves that the managers on
the part of the House at the conference on
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on
the Senate amendment to the bill, H.R. 2670,
be instructed to agree, to the extent within
the scope of the conference, to provisions
that, one, reduce nonessential spending in
programs authorized within the Departments
of Commerce, Justice and State, the Judici-
ary and other related agencies; and, two, re-
duce spending on international organiza-
tions, in particular, in order to honor the
commitment of the Congress to protect So-
cial Security; and, three, do not increase
overall spending to a level that exceeds the
higher of the House bill or the Senate
amendment.

————

ALABAMA REJECTS PLAN FOR A
LOTTERY

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I want to
call to the attention of my colleagues
today’s headlines: Alabama Rejects the
Plan for a Lottery, AP. Fifty-four per-
cent of the voters in Alabama rejected
a State-sponsored lottery yesterday.
The Crimson Tide has rejected a lot-
tery in their State, and perhaps this is
a shift that will change the tide of
gambling in America.

According to news reports, the tide is
expected to wash over South Carolina,
where a referendum to ban video poker
is expected to also pass.

I want to congratulate the people of
Alabama for standing up and voting
against State-sponsored gambling, and
I hope others around the country will
take note of what has occurred at the
ballot box.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to, at this

point, submit this material for the
record.
MONTGOMERY, AL. (AP)—Gov. Don

Siegelman, who lobbied long and hard for a
state lottery to help fund education, watched
the measure collapse in defeat at the hands
of voters unwilling to cross their ministers.

With 98 percent of precincts reporting,
663,988 people, or 54 percent, opposed the lot-
tery referendum Tuesday, and 559,377 people,
or 46 percent, supported it. Turnout was esti-
mated at 50 percent.

The proposal—a constitutional amendment
to allow gambling—had once enjoyed a 20-
point lead in the polls but came under in-
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creasing fire from church groups who said it
would exploit the poor.

Other opponents also claimed that a recent
traffic ticket-fixing scandal showed that the
Democratic governor’s administration could
not be trusted to oversee gambling in the
state.

Alabama joins Arkansas, Oklahoma and
North Dakota as states that have rejected
lotteries at the ballot box. Thirty-seven
states and the District of Columbia have ap-
proved them.

The loss was a stinging blow to Siegelman,
who had made the referendum’s passage a
cornerstone of his 1998 election victory over
Republican Fob James.

“In my inaugural address, I said that we
would dare mighty things. I said that we
would try new things and if they didn’t work
we would try something else,” Siegelman
said after the votes were counted.

He said the results ‘‘only serve to motivate
me and to energize me in our fight and our
quest to change education in this state for-
ever.”’

Along with the lottery proposal, two other
proposed constitutional amendments were on
the ballot, and voters in Birmingham and
Montgomery chose candidates for mayor and
city council members.

In Birmingham, Alabama’s largest city, in-
terim Mayor William Bell led a 14-way race
for the mayorship but was forced into a Nov.
2 runoff against City Councilman Bernard
Kincaid.

In Montgomery, conservative Mayor
Emory Folmar led six opponents in his bid
for a seventh term but was forced into a run-
off against Bobby Bright, a lawyer backed by
organized labor.

Siegelman had promised that the lottery
would generate at least $150 million annually
to fund college scholarships, a pre-kinder-
garten program and computer technology in
schools.

‘‘He has put everything on this,” said Au-
burn University at Montgomery political an-
alyst Brad Moody. ‘‘He has made it the cen-
terpiece of his campaign and the centerpiece
of his first year in office. He has thrown all
his political capital away.”

Sheila Bird was among those who voted
against the lottery even though her 2-year-
old daughter Amanda could have one day
benefited from the plan.

““I just feel like it’s morally wrong. I feel
like it’s going to cause problems in lower in-
come families,” she said. ‘I think you can
get money other ways.”

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———
DEMOCRATS WHO CONTINUE TO
SUPPORT SEPARATION OF

CHURCH AND STATE ARE ALSO
RELIGIOUS PEOPLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. BROWN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I rise this evening because I listened to
several of my Republican colleagues on
the floor last night, and I was very dis-
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turbed by what I heard. The Members
implied that because Democrats con-
tinue to support separation of church
and State we are not religious people.
As a child growing up in Jacksonville,
Florida, the district I now represent,
my religion was the cornerstone of my
life. It still is today. In fact, my church
is more to me than a place I visit on
Sunday. It is my home. It is a family
gathering place and it is a real part of
the community I represent.

My Republican colleagues would have
people believe that Democrats are anti-
faith. This is a lie. Democrats believe
in the separation of church and State.
We believe that every person has the
right to choose their religion. We do
not believe it is up to the House of Rep-
resentatives to dictate how and where
our faith should be expressed. Our con-
stituents did not elect us to be their
spiritual leaders. They do not turn to
C-SPAN for healing. Rather, they ex-
pect us to vote for the programs and
policies that mirrors their beliefs. This
is how they judge us.

Do we support Head Start and school
lunch programs, education? Do we sup-
port saving Social Security and pro-
tecting public education? This is the
reason we have been sent to Wash-
ington, not to preach but to support
the things that are important to the
people who sent us here.

———

OUR TRADE DEFICIT IS STILL
GROWING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, earlier
today my good friend, the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. TRAFICANT), spoke on
this floor about our trade deficit. He
pointed out that our trade deficit in
the last quarter hit an all-time record
of $87 billion. If that keeps up, it would
be an astounding $350 billion for the
full year, meaning that we are buying
that much more from other countries
than they are buying from us.

Most economists agree that we lose,
conservatively, 20,000 jobs per billion,
meaning we would lose 7 million jobs
to other countries in one year if our
trade deficit stays at the rate of this
last quarter. Many people believe we
are losing these jobs, that we have this
unbelievable trade deficit in large part
because of bad trade deals, trade deals
good for big multinational companies
but very harmful to small American
businesses and American workers.

The Christian Science Monitor, one
of the leading national newspapers, had
this on its front page recently, quote,
““America’s widening trade deficit, now
more than $25 billion a month, is start-
ing to cause concern in the topic eche-
lons of the United States.

0 1745

““While the trade gap has been grow-
ing for years, it is becoming large
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enough that experts are becoming
increasely worried it will slow the
‘miracle’ economy of the 1990s.”’

Just 1 week later, the Washington
Post reported that the ‘‘suddenly
slumping”” U.S. dollar ‘‘is stirring
unease about the potential for a stam-
pede by foreign investors from Amer-
ican stocks and bonds, which could ter-
minate the U.S. expansion and desta-
bilize the world economy.”’

According to the Post, ‘““The problem
starts with the U.S. trade deficit . . .
as the booming U.S. economy sucks in
massive amounts of imports, and
slumping overseas marKkets absorb
fewer exports from American firms.”

We simply cannot, Mr. Speaker, con-
tinue to run trade deficits of 300 or
more billions of dollars each year with-
out causing very serious problems for
our own people.

Today, our unemployment is very
low, but our under-employment is ter-
rible.

We have many college graduates who
work very hard and spend a lot of
money to get a degree in a field in
which there are very few good jobs
available. There are so many people
getting law degrees these days that
even they are becoming of very little
assistance to many in getting good jobs
or positions.

Most colleges and universities cannot
discourage students from majoring in
certain subjects without causing a fac-
ulty rebellion.

So parents and students really need
to start asking the hard question: Is it
likely that I can get a decent job if I
major in this subject?

If we keep running trade deficits like
we are now, we will have more and
more college graduates working as
waiters and waitresses. Also, young
people had better wake up and tell
these environmental extremists that
we cannot base our entire economy on
tourism unless we want to have almost
everybody working at minimum wage
jobs.

This large trade deficit, which is
causing us to lose so many high-paying
jobs, is also causing the gap between
the rich and the poor to grow much
wider.

This is, I suppose, why it is hard for
so many wealthy people to realize the
extent of this under-employment prob-
lem and why so many upper income
people support extreme environmental
measures that really hurt lower in-
come people by driving up prices and
destroying jobs.

I started thinking about all this after
reading a column by William Safire in
today’s Knoxville News-Sentinel, which
I assume ran in yesterday’s New York
Times. Mr. Safire, after being ripped
off due to a big cable merger, wrote in
a column entitled, ‘‘Giant Corporations
May Not Serve Us Well,” these lines:
“The merger-manic mantra: In con-
glomeration there is strength.
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‘“Ah, but now, say the biggest-is-best
philosophers, we’re merging within the
field we know best. And if we don’t
combine quickly, the Europeans and
Asians will, stealing world business
domination from us.

“The urgency of globalization, say
today’s merger maniacs, destroys all
notions of diverse competition, and
only the huge, heavily capitalized mul-
tinational can survive.”

Mr. Safire concluded, ‘“‘Only JOHN
McCAIN dares to say: ‘Anybody who
glances at increases in cable rates,
phone rates, mergers and lack of com-
petition clearly knows that the special
interests are protected in Washington,
and the public interest is submerged.’”’

Are we, Mr. Speaker, ‘“Wal-Marting”’
the entire world? In a few short years,
are just one or two big giants going to
control every field and every industry?
I sure hope not.

A few years ago, I spoke on the floor
of this House, pointing out that U.S.A.
Today said competition existed in only
55 out of 11,000 cable markets.

The situation is worse today. The
Wall Street Journal said then, “Com-
petition is the last thing big cable op-
erators want. They have vigorously
lobbied local and State governments to
keep their turf exclusive.”

I said in my speech in Congress at
that time, ‘“What we really need is
more competition. Every place there is
competition, cable prices have gone
down and service has gone up.”” This is
true in every field.

Here in Washington, the two daily
Washington mnewspapers sell for 25
cents each. Most places where there is
no competition, much smaller news-
papers sell for 50 cents or more.

I voted against the big telecommuni-
cations bill a few years ago because of
my fear that it would only lead to a
massive consolidation within the in-
dustry and the big getting much big-
ger. That is certainly coming true even
faster than I thought.

If the government, Mr. Speaker,
keeps approving more and more merg-
ers, if our anti-trust, anti-monopoly
laws become a joke, if we keep giving
every break to multinational compa-
nies and keep running huge trade defi-
cits, our under-employment will grow
worse, our middle class will be slowly
wiped out, and the United States will
be a very different place than it has
been up until now.

———

HELP AMERICAN CITIZENS
BEFORE GIVING MONEY ABROAD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Florida (Mr. FOLEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I just

wanted to get up for a moment and
talk about some of the events of the
past couple of weeks and some of the
acrimony that exists in this Chamber
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and some of the dialogue that takes
place. We had a very difficult and in-
teresting vote on foreign aid the other
day and foreign operations.

It caused me to think, as I looked at
some editorial comments. It was inter-
esting, and I want to quote from Char-
ley Reese from the Port St. Lucie Trib-
une, ‘‘Real Help For North Carolina
Heading Overseas’’. He says ‘‘Think
this through: People who have lost ev-
erything in eastern North Carolina to
the floods can get help from the U.S.
Government in the form of loans at in-
terest.

“I dare say many of those who lost
their homes had not paid off their
mortgages. The obligation to pay the
morality remains even if the house is
gone and rendered unlivable. So in es-
sence, the federal assistance consists of
an offer to most folks to make two
mortgage payments instead of one.”

So we look at our own real-life cir-
cumstances in this city and in this
country, and we say to ourselves, yes,
we have a responsibility for foreign aid.
We have a responsibility to help other
nations. But when do we start focusing
on the American public and the Amer-
ican taxpayer?

The President suggested the other
day he would like to wipe out $5.7 bil-
lion worth of foreign aid that have
been given over the past years in the
form of loans. To some of that, I give
credit. Some of the countries cannot
repay the money.

But let us think of our experience
over the last couple of decades of
American foreign policy. Let us think
of the billions of dollars that have been
swept out of the taxpayers’ wallets in
the United States and are now residing
in Zurich, Switzerland in the form of
secret bank accounts by people like
Duvalier, people like the Marcoses,
people that have plundered the United
States foreign aid not to help the coun-
trymen that they were supposedly
elected to serve, but to put it in their
own bank accounts, and to run off with
our cash.

Now, we are going to wipe out debt,
and we are going to just erase the bal-
ance sheet and say they do not have to
pay us back. Yet, in North Carolina, if
one’s home is destroyed by an earth-
quake or a hurricane or some other
devastation, one is told to come to the
line and borrow from the U.S. govern-
ment, and one can make two payments
at once.

We also hear that we cannot give any
kind of tax break for individuals. We
cannot eliminate the marriage penalty.
We cannot give debt relief on the es-
tate tax relief. We cannot do anything
to reduce the cost of insurance by giv-
ing credits to small business owners or
self-employed, because we cannot af-
ford a tax cut. It is selfish. It is stingy.
It is not proper. It will explode the def-
icit.

We have to use the surplus for other
things that we think are good for the
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